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1939, the Mayport area was selected for the 
new base. 

Lt. Commander Maynard R. Sanders as-
sumed command of the new U.S. Navy Base 
in October 1940. Construction began imme-
diately and Building 1, the Administration 
Building, was opened on Nov. 4, 1941. Al-
though the plans for Mayport being a carrier 
base were put on hold, the base became a 
vital crash and patrol boat training facility. 

When the war began in earnest, the Atlantic 
Fleet was dispersed leaving the shipping lanes 
along the East Coast vulnerable to attack from 
German submarines. The Porgy Patrol, named 
after the foul-smelling porgy fertilizer proc-
essing plant in the Village of Mayport, went on 
constant patrol hoping to spot submarines and 
reporting those findings to the radio tower so 
aircraft could be launched. Then, on April 10, 
1942, with citizens watching from the shore in 
Ponte Vedra, the S.S. Gulf of America was 
sunk by the German U-boat U–123. Once 
again, the civilian population stepped up and 
the Porgy Patrols expanded to include shrimp 
boats, trawlers and yachts, which were con-
verted by the Gibbs Shipyard, now BAE Sys-
tems. 

The marine side of the base with its pro-
tected harbor was commissioned as Naval 
Station Mayport in December 1942. On April!, 
1944, Mayport’s air facility, the Admiral David 
L. McDonald Field, was commissioned as 
Naval Auxiliary Air Station (NAAS). After the 
war, both the marine base and the airfield 
were decommissioned. The United States 
Coast took over the base and operated small 
boot camps until 1947. Because its location is 
so pivotal, less than a year later Naval Station 
Mayport was reactivated, and within three 
years, its land area was expanded and its run-
way extended. Several name changes oc-
curred over the years and during the Cold 
War, Mayport became the East Coast home 
for the Light Airborne Multi-Purpose System 
(LAMPS) squadrons and in 1988 the base 
was re-designated as a naval air station. 

Naval Station Mayport began teeming with 
life once again. Investments continued and 
growth in land area, activities and command 
importance enhanced its value. As Mayport 
expanded, it began to accommodate more 
ships and sailors with their families. Its role 
was crucial during the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
providing logistical support as well as an ad-
vanced staging area for the Second Marine 
Division. The base has also received visits 
from Presidents Nixon and Reagan. 

The first carrier to be stationed at Mayport 
was the USS Tarawa (CVS–40) and the last 
carrier to call Mayport home was the USS 
John F Kennedy (CV–67) was decommis-
sioned on March 23, 2007. The Navy con-
tinues to entertain the idea of Mayport as a 
second carrier site on the East Coast but 
funding is not available. 

Today, Naval Station Mayport has under-
gone major developments in technology, serv-
ices and infrastructure, making it well posi-
tioned to act at a moment’s notice. The sta-
tion’s protected harbor can accommodate 34 
ships and its runway is capable of handling 
most aircraft in the military’s inventory. It is 
host to the Navy’s United States Fourth Fleet, 
and is home to the USS Iwo Jima, the USS 
New York and the USS Fort McHenry. On No-
vember 7, 2014, Naval Station Mayport be-
came the East Coast home port for the Navy’s 
newest ships, the littoral combat ships. 

Mayport has become an asset not just to 
Northeast Florida, but to country. 

I salute the 75th Anniversary of Naval Sta-
tion Mayport, which continues to be a major 
employer and economic stimulator. More im-
portantly, its personnel continue to contribute 
through their hard work and dedication to the 
important missions of our nation’s defense. 
Naval Station Mayport has a long history of 
supporting both the local community and the 
country and will continue to do so for years to 
come. I rise today to congratulate them on 75 
successful years and hope Mayport sailors 
continue to keep their home anchors in North-
east Florida. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to make votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 607; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 608; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
609. 
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TRIBUTE TO ALEX THOMSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Alex 
Thomsen of Underwood High School for win-
ning the Class 1A, 126 pound bracket at the 
Iowa High School State Wrestling tournament 
earlier this year. 

Iowa has a long and proud history of strong 
wrestling programs, producing college and 
Olympic champions for years. Winning two 
state championships in a row is the culmina-
tion of years of hard work and commitment, 
not only on the part of Alex, but also his par-
ents, his family and coaches. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Alex dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard work, dedica-
tion, and perseverance. I am honored to rep-
resent him and his family in the United States 
Congress. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Alex on competing in this 
rigorous competition and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
vote on this day because I was attending the 
memorial service for the 3rd Special Forces 
Group soldiers who were recently killed in ac-
tion while serving in Niger. 

Had I been present, I would have voted yea 
on Roll Call No. 610, 611; nay on Roll Call 
No. 612, 613; yea on Roll Call No. 614, and 
615. 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL OREFFICE, 
FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF THE DOW CHEMICAL 
COMPANY 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Paul Oreffice, the former 
Chairman of the Board of The Dow Chemical 
Company, upon his 90th birthday. 

Paul was born in Venice, Italy and came to 
the United States with his family when he was 
17 years old. He went on to attend Purdue 
University and graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Chemical Engineering in 1949. After 
serving in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
conflict, Paul began his career at Dow Chem-
ical in Midland, Michigan. 

Following international assignments in Swit-
zerland, Italy, Brazil and Spain, Paul became 
the first president of Dow Chemical Latin 
America in Coral Gables, Florida, in 1970. In 
1971, he was elected as a member of the 
Board of Directors, and later as president of 
Dow Chemical U.S.A. in August 1975. Paul 
was named president and CEO of The Dow 
Chemical Company in May 1978 and chair-
man in May 1986. 

As a humanitarian, Paul received the 
Encomienda del Merito Civil (Order of Civil 
Merit) in 1966 from the government of Spain 
and in 1978 he was honored with the title 
‘‘Grand Ufficiale’’ by the Italian government. 
Paul is the first person to receive both the 
Société de Chimie Industrielle’s Palladium 
medal and SCI America’s Chemical Industry 
medal, which he received in 1981 and 1983, 
respectively. 

Paul has been especially helpful in giving 
back to Michigan’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict through his intentional engagement of the 
community. His involvement in bringing the 
Midland Soccer Club and the Greater Midland 
Tennis Center to life has not only provided op-
portunities for the local youth to come together 
to be active within the community, but also 
brings tourism to the area through tour-
naments and other events. Paul’s involvement 
in philanthropy touches not only the Midland 
community, but reaches across the country as 
he is a Trustee of the Rollin M. Gerstacker 
Foundation, served as a Senior Member of the 
MD Anderson Cancer Center Visitors Board, 
and he served as Chairman of the Board of 
the Parkinson’s Foundation from 2003 to 
2007. His strategic thinking and continued 
contributions have greatly impacted families 
across the district and the country. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Paul Oreffice for his lifetime of work in 
chemical engineering and for his commitment 
to the Midland Community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for the following votes because I 
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